Influence of documented lead poisoning on environmental modification programs in Newark, New Jersey.
Data from the Newark, New Jersey Childhood Lead Poisoning Program suggest that the major consequence of the program has been early intervention rather than the amelioration of environmental contamination. During 1975 to 1976, the authors investigated housing for 253 black and Hispanic children with blood levels over 60 microgram/100 ml. Of these, 115 had moved or had given incorrect addresses and were lost to follow-up, 22 were in the same homes but did not make themselves available and in 16 instances, the houses were boarded up or had been destroyed by fire. Of the remaining 100 children, 31% suffered from symptoms potentially related to lead poisoning and 57% of the children were still living in the same dwelling in which the child was affected. Only one-fourth of the houses had been properly abated, i. e., the problem of environmental lead had been corrected, and one-fourth of the houses were not investigated at all by health authorities. These data support the concern that lead poisoning will not be effectively combated until the environmental issue is fully addressed.